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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence Lo j
 VIA: Acting Deputy Director {Plans)
SUBJECT: Soviet Bloe Forgery Cumpaign
REFERENCE: Note from Director, USIA, to DCI dated
29 August 1958

1. This memoraadum is for the information of the DG,

2. After consultation with NEA Division, and with the Dffice of
Special Operations, Department of Defense, FP Staff is of the opis.on
that the letter allogedly written by a U, 8. Axrmy Officer stationed § -
L.ebanon, as published in Al-Massa, Beirut, is a forgery.

3, There is no information available in Washington to supple nent
the official denial issued in Beirut by the Army (attached). The Denart: -1t
of Defense has advised us that in this instance, the overseas coramand i
complete jurisdiction and U, 8. Army, Washington, would take no e-tio:
normally, especially where.the letter is abviously a forgery. Lieicase
will furnish us an analysis of the letter and will issue an official deqial
from Washington if we consider such action desireble and if we Pr ovié:
a ¢opy of the letter,

25X1

roceipt of the materials, TP Staff will request Defense to furiish o wi.
an analysis of the letter,

5. 8ince the first few days following publication of the forgesv, o:
further replay by communist media has been noted, It is the opinisa of 1.
PP 8talf, therefore, that further action is nat necessary, An official
denial from Washington would afford publicity to an incident which sopes o
mow to be forgotten,
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Aug. 26, 1958

't was understood at a late hour tonight that the revolution and
opposition leaders at their meeting to.ight discussed the question

cf declaring the end of the revolution in the country, but they decided
to issue tke aforementioned statement without declaring the end of the
revolution.

U.S. MILITARY DISCOUNTS FALSE LETTER

Beirat, :“Na, Radioteletype in irabic to tke Near East, Aug. 25, 1953,
1530 GMT--M

(Text) Beirut--An American military spokesman today declared that the
contents cof a letter allegedly written ty an American officer and pablighed
in a paper here today were "ebsolutely untrue." The paper in quest:on,
which is aligned with the opposition, said that the officer--whom 1t
referred to as John H.--had stated that Lhe American forces will remain

in Lebanon ten months and that, among the tasks of these forces, 1is

the transformation of Al-Qulayat and Riyaq airports to nuclear bases,

and the establishment of misgile launching bases in other parts of

Levanon.

~sked to comment on the alleged letter, the Amertcan spokeaman said:

"In the first place, the contents of the letter are entirely false, and
a8 regards the authenticity of the letter itself, 1% 15 very unlikely
that 1t was written by an American soldier, because i{ts style indicates
that tke original tongue of the writer is not English." He added: 'We
believe that the burpose of publishing the letter is obvious. le cornot
regard .the alleged letter as something secrious."

~—— -0 - e

END OF CENSORSHIP--The lebarese cabiret tcday decided to abolish censorsitp

on local and foreign pPress reports teginning today. This was ceclarad by
Minister of Education Farid Quzma. He said the abolition of censorship

covers local press reports and foreign press cables. It was learned from
authoritative sources that Iresident-elect Fuad Shihab suggested tihe abc i+i(n
ol press censorship and that several ministers supported his suggestion.
(Beirut, ANA, Aug. 25, 1958, 1522 GMT--M)

EXCHANGE OF CABLES--In reply to a congratulatory cable from /irab League
secretary General Ang Al-Khaliq Fassunah on the occasion of the adoption
of the Arab resolutior a4 the U.N. Generel Asseubly, Lebanese Preeier Sami
85-Sulh said that he i3 certain that the resolution "will bring abundant
good to Lebanon and to the Arab nations, peace and reassurance to the
Middle East3 anu ill ease world tension. - (Beirut, ANA, Aug. 25, 1958,
iZ25 GMT--M

EGYITIMN PAPERS--Y @ tian nagazines were sold in Bairut on fug. 22, for the
TIrot e droten . Mi (R oArat. PR, vo. P2, 1958, 1720 CET--M
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